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At PHEAA, we are passionate about our
mission of creating affordable access to
higher education. Over the past 50 years, we
have proudly served millions of students and
families through our outreach and student
aid programs.
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overview of the financial aid process with
info on most of Pennsylvania’s financial aid
programs and services. We hope you find
it helpful as you navigate how to pay for
college!
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GETTING STARTED I COLLEGE NET PRICE

? College “Net Price” is the difference between the full cost of college, minus any grants and scholarships which you receive. Net price calculators

HOW MUCH W"_I_ IT COST H are available on schools” websites and allow you to enter info about yourself to find out what other students like you paid to attend the school in the
previous year, after taking grants and scholarship aid into account. Visit collegecost.ed.gov for links to colleges’ net price calculators.

The cost of higher education is more than

just tuition and fees. It also includes:
ESTI MATE Yo U R COSTS @ College Affordability and Transparency '(.'-l:rnlura

e Room & Board
e Books & Supplies
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o Transportation Tuition & Fees

e Personal Expenses

4= Back o CAJC

For the big picture, multiply your Total Room & Board

Student Budget by the number of years
you are in school. Now you see why

financial aid is so important. Books & Supplies .
— S _al
What does Net Price mean? M How do other students describe net price?
Net Price s the amount that a student pays o attend an % on one of the student video challenge winners to find out
in a single ic year AFTER subl
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https://collegecost.ed.gov/

FINANCIAL AID TIMELINE

Research, visit, and apply to schools.

Use collegecost.ed.gov and
MySmartBorrowing.org to see how
much a degree will cost at your selected
schools and calculate your expected
student debt.

SN

Search and apply for private grants
and scholarships.

Create an account at Fastweb.com and
check with your school counselor and
local organizations.

n GETTING STARTED

File the FAFSA and complete the PA State Grant Form.
File the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

at FAFSA.gov. The info in this application is used to N
determine most of your aid package and should be s‘
completed as soon as possible after it becomes available

October 1 of your senior year in high school.

=

! Don’t forget to follow the link to

~ on the FAFSA confirmation page. You
= may also visit PHEAA.org to complete
your form.

~ @ - complete your PA State Grant Form

Compare financial aid award letters.

It is very important you understand how
much of your aid package is free money,
how much needs to be repaid, and how
much you will still owe (the GAP).

@

Explore GAP financing options.

After you have exhaused grants, scholarships,
work-study, and federal student loans, it's time
to consider things such as personal savings,
tuition payment plans, family assistance, and
private loans.

Keep your info up-to-date with PHEAA.

Life is full of change. Log in to your PHEAA account at
PHEAA.org/accountaccess to verify that your personal
and enrollment info is accurate. This will help
expedite your PA State Grant and any other awards
you might receive.

‘o

©

Decide on a school and submit your
enrollment deposit by the school's
deadline.

GETTING STARTED n
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APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID

You and your family will want to find out if you qualify for financial assistance. Don't assume that you
won't qualify — nearly two-thirds of students receive some type of financial assistance. You must apply
in order to be considered.

FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA)

The FAFSA is the MOST IMPORTANT APPLICATION to complete for almost all types of financial aid. Many state, local, and private entities use the

4 TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID

i

GRANTS

Grant money is
typically based on
your family’s financial
situation. They don't
need to be repaid, as
long as you meet the
requirements.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarship money

is typically awarded

based on your merit
or performance.

©

WORK-STUDY

Work-study programs
offer career-related
work experience,
allowing you to earn
money while working
during school.

-O

LOANS

Student loans must
be repaid! There are
various types, and
some have better
terms than others. It
is important that you
only borrow what you
need.

O\ﬂ\\'\ 0%
\(\QQ_AQA\-

FAFSA to determine eligibility for grants and scholarships. The FAFSA is available October 1 for the upcoming award year. Since deadlines vary,
complete the FAFSA as soon as possible so you don’t miss out on financial aid.

If you plan to attend college from You can submit the FAFSA from Tax Info

July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 October 1, 2018 - June 30, 2020 2017
July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021 October 1, 2019 - June 30, 2021 2018
July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022 October 1, 2020 - June 30, 2022 2019

You do not have to pay to fill out the FAFSA. If you are asked for your credit card info while filling out the FAFSA online, then you ARE NOT on the
official government site. Remember, the FAFSA site address has “.gov” in it.

FAFSA.gov is a secure website; it is the only secure and encrypted site that the federal government provides for students to file the FAFSA. If you
don’t have a computer, you may be able to use one at a library, school, or attend a FAFSA event in your community.

» g
- Pay attention to deadlines. File FATSA evente

> by the earliest federal, state, or ..
!/ Visit PHEAA o

school deadline. _ FAFSA-Eve
to €ind onejj neav oy nts
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https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa

I 3 STEPS TO FILE THE FAFSA!

STEP 1- Get Your Info Organized STEP 2- Get Your FSA ID at fsaid.ed.goV

WILL I NEED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS The FSA ID is a username and password you create and use to log in to certain U.S. Department of Education websites, including FAFSA.gov,
The FAFSA asks for info about you and your financial situation. If you are ABOUT MY PARENTS ON THE FAFSA? StudentAid.ed.gov, and StudentLoans.gov. Your FSA ID also serves as your electronic signature.
married, you will need the same info for your spouse. If you are considered a

D dent student t ide h hold tal inf
dependent student, you will need your parents’ info, too. Check to see if you ependent sudents must proviae Nousenod parenta’ into

If you are a dependent student, both you AND one of your parents require FSA IDs to electronically sign the FAFSA.

idered a d dent student on the FAFSA. In general, most students under the age of
are considered a dependent student. .
P 24 are considered dependent. S =
You will need these items to complete your FAFSA: . .
P y Independent students are NOT required to provide Federal Student P
[l A Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID (username & password) parental info on the FAFSA. If you meet one of the B
. following statuses, you are considered independent:
LP Go to fsaid.ed.gov to create your FSA ID. Create a New FSA ID
New to FSAT Create an FSA ID account below. An FSA ID gives you access to Pederal Student Aid's online systems and can serve as your legal
] Social Security number O 24 ye:rs of age or older by December 31 of the Yhen I
award year Only create an FSA [D using your awn personal information and for your own exclusive use, You are not authorized to create an FSA TD on
D YOUF drivervs license number, |f ou haVe one [0 tional.] ) behalf of someone else, including a family member.
y P D An orphan [bOth pa rents deceased], in foster ca re, You are not allowed to have an employee or agent of a commereial entity, or ather third party, create an FSA 1D for you for any purposes
. . . . ey el b limited to: payment redu , deht consolids applying id, Misrep ation of your ident al
[ Alien registration number, if you are not a U.S. citizen or a ward of the court when 13 years or older T T . e S R e
Meed help creating an FSA 1D?
[0 W-2Forms [0 Have legal dependents, other than a spouse FEm
fJ.‘I;Jn.‘ﬂ.]ﬂ!. When you are dome click the CANCEL button to clear }'I.’I.'r\‘\'J.'.?. EVEN hfjn’l.' did nor finish crearing your sann. |frJ.if |'|'rJ.\rJ.‘.L'_l'I?I.'r
. . . . . browser window or going o anather website may not be encugh to prevent other peaple using this computer from seeing your information
[0 Records of untaxed income received, including workers’ [] Anemancipated minor or in legal guardianship i ekttod drpiri:
compensation, child support, payments to tax-deferred pension, through the court
savings plans, etc. [0 Anunaccompanied homeless youth
[0 Federalincome tax return 1040 and accompanying schedules [0 Aveteran of the U.S. Armed Forces or serving on
tiv ty for other than trainin r
[ Current bank statements and records of stocks, bonds, 529 plans, active duty for other than training purposes I
and other investments [0 A graduate or professional student = - c .
J “(TIP). Provide an email address
Email address (optional) [0 Married or separated

— that you check regularly.

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID
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https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
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STEP 3- File at rarsagov

Now that you have your info organized and your FSA ID, you are ready to file. Visit FAFSA.gov to get started. If you don’t have a computer, you may be
able to use one at a library, school, or attend a FAFSA event in your community.

oL el

FederaIStudent \id | riow sronsonor

the AMERIGAN MIND® \ ﬁ

Prepare for College FAFSA®: Apply for Aid

Homa » FAFSA™: Apply for Ald

FAFSA®: Apply for Aid

Use the Free Application for Federal Stwdent Aid (FAFSA®) form to apply for financial aid for college or grad school,

NEW TO THE FAFSA® PROCESST RETURNING USER?

. Completing the FAFSA form is free. Fill it out Correct info = Add a school
C \\C(' QP S

View your Student Aid Repart (SAR)

FAFSA® Announcements

spotrphesand ot a0 Use your legal name as it appears
s e <\'1/ = on your Social Security card. Do
=  NOT use a nickname on the FAFSA.

from fafsa.cd.gov before logging in to the FAFSA forn

~ may skip certain questions that

4 @ - The FAFSA's built-in “skip logic”
= don't apply to you.

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID

| FAFSA FAQs

WHAT IF | NEED TO MAKE CORRECTIONS TO THE FAFSA?

Visit FAFSA.gov and use your FSA ID to access your FAFSA and submit corrections or changes.

SHOULD I FILE THE 2020-21 FAFSA OR THE 2019-20 FAFSA?

If you are applying for financial aid for the 2019-20 Academic Year, you need to file the 2019-20 FAFSA. Check with your school's Financial Aid Office
if you need further guidance, especially if you plan to take summer classes.

WHAT SCHOOLS SHOULD I LIST WHEN ASKED, “WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO TO SCHOOL?”

List any schools you are considering attending for the upcoming school year, listing your top school first. You may list up to 10 possible schools. The
results of your FAFSA will be sent to all schools that you list. Please keep in mind:

e You can add and delete schools at any time.
e |t'simportant to indicate if you will live on campus, off campus, or with a parent.
* You do not have to be admitted to a school to add the school to the FAFSA.

DO | HAVE TO REGISTER FOR SELECTIVE SERVICE?

All male students who are 18-25 years old are required by federal law to register with the Selective Service. This requirement applies to any person
assigned the sex of male at birth. Failure to register by age 26 may result in permanent loss of federal student aid eligibility. If you select “Register
Me” when you complete your FAFSA, the Selective Service will register you automatically. You can also register at sss.gov.

WHAT IS THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE (IRS) DATA RETRIEVAL TOOL (DRT)?

The IRS DRT allows you to electronically transfer your federal tax return info into your FAFSA. The IRS DRT can be used by both students and
parents. For security purposes, info that has been transferred over from the retrieval tool cannot be viewed or changed by the applicant. To learn
more about the IRS DRT, visit StudentAid.ed.gov/irsdrt.

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID n
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WHAT ASSETS DO | INCLUDE ON THE FAFSA? WHAT IF | HAVE SPECIAL FINANCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES?

You may need to provide info about your assets on the FAFSA. In some cases, the FAFSA will allow you to skip the asset questions. Reported assets Sometimes, the info on the FAFSA doesn’t represent your financial situation. If you and your family have an unusual financial situation, please
are based on net values, as of the date you submit your FAFSA. contact the Financial Aid Office at the schools you are considering attending. The following examples are situations that a Financial Aid Office may

be able to consider, in addition to your FAFSA info:

Assets that you may need to report the value of include:
e Recent unemployment

e Cash, checking, and savings accounts . . .
g 9 e High medical expenses not covered by insurance

¢ Investments such as stocks, savings bonds, CDs, and mutual funds .
e Lossofincome

e Coverdell accounts owned by your parents completing the FAFSA or Coverdell accounts that you own < Death or disability of a parent or spouse

e 529 plans owned by your parents completing the FAFSA or 529 plans you own
e UGMA and UTMA accounts you own

e Unusual circumstances

You may also go to PHEAA.org/StateGrant for guidance about how to report this info to PHEAA with regard to PA State Grant eligibility. Contact
PHEAA at 1-800-692-7392.

e (Custodial accounts

e Rental properties that you own

Assets that you DON'T need to report the value of include: WHAT TAX INFO SHOULD BE USED FOR THE FAFSA?

e Your family home, if it is your principal place of residence

If you plan to attend college from You can submit the FAFSA from Tax Info
e Your family farm, if the farm is your principal place of residence and your family materially participates in the farm’s operation
, , , _ , , , July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 October 1, 2018 - June 30, 2020 2017
e Your family business, if your family owns and controls more than 50 percent of a small business that has 100 or fewer full-time or full-time
equivalent employees July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021 October 1, 2019 - June 30, 2021 2018
* Lifeinsurance policy July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022 October 1, 2020 - June 30, 2022 2019
e 401k, 403b, non-education IRAs, Keogh, pension plans, and qualified retirement plans
MY PARENTS ARE DIVORCED OR SEPARATED. WHAT INFO SHOULD | PROVIDE ON THE FAFSA? HOW DO YOU CALCULATE FINANCIAL NEED?
You should provide info for the parent you lived with the most over the past 12 months. Include info about any stepparent in that same Orjcg you completg thg FAFSA, thg FiljancialAid Office at each school you appl_y to will provide a fin.ancial aid p.ackag.e tha? wil.l outline your financial aid
household. If you lived with both parents an equal amount of time, provide info for the parent who provided you with the most financial support eligibility. A financial aid package is simply a list of the amounts and types of aid that you may receive from various financial aid programs.

th t12 ths.
over the pas months Cost of Attendance (COA) - Your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) = Your Financial Need

n APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID


https://www.pheaa.org/funding-opportunities/state-grant-program/index.shtml

I AFTER FILING FAFSA

After filing, you will receive an instant confirmation page. You will see a link, highlighted below, for the PA State Grant Form. Additional info can be
found in the next section.

finamcial aid awa
» If you have guestions about your financial aid package, contact your schoalis),

WO\\ *o OQQ \" An abbreviated version of your -:an:nnati.n:gag: has been zent to you at the e-mail addrass:
Sespens Ed0rE
PA Grote S

Gown HHe
e.

Start your state application to apply for Pennsylvania state-based financial ald e

If you provided an email address on your FAFSA, you will be notified by email when your FAFSA has been received and processed by the U.S.
Department of Education. If you didn’t provide an email, you will receive correspondence by regular mail. If you have questions about the
processing of your FAFSA, you can contact 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) for further info.

PHEAA and each of the colleges that you listed on your FAFSA will receive a copy of the info you provided, including the Expected Family
Contribution (EFC) that appears on the confirmation page of your FAFSA. The EFC is calculated by a federal formula based on the income and asset
info that you provided. If you were offered admission to a college and you included that college on your FAFSA, you will receive an award letter

from their Financial Aid Office. This award letter will list the amounts and types of aid you may receive. In May, PHEAA provides notification of your
eligibility for the PA State Grant Program.

n APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID n



PA STATE GRANT PROGRAM

The PA State Grant Program has awarded nearly $11.4 billion to PA residents since 1965. PA State Grants are available to eligible Pennsylvania I

residents who are in need of financial assistance for undergraduate study at a PHEAA-approved postsecondary school. In addition to completing the FAFSA, you will also need to complete the PA State Grant Form to be eligible for a PA State Grant. There are two ways

Award amounts are subject to state funding and are based on your college costs and financial need. Grants are available for full-time or half- to complete your PA State Grant Form:

time enrollment. You must complete the FAFSA and enroll in an approved program of study that is at least 2 academic years in length. Additional

requirements, including info about student requirements such as academic progress, can be found at PHEAA.org/StateGrant. . .
a : q Prod ’ Option 1 (BEST) Option 2
I PA STATE GRANT DEADLINES Apply directly from the FAFSA confirmation page. Apply by visiting PHEAA org/AccountAccess.
Click “Start your state application,” and follow the link to You will need to wait approximately 3-4 days after your FAFSA is
FIRST-TIME APPLICANTS complete the PA State Grant Form. submitted, and then click on “Create an Account,” or “Sign In.”
e May 1 — Ifyou plan to enrollin a degree program or a college transferable program at a 2-year college or other college or university e s b (S T e oo - PO
(excludes community colleges and designated Pennsylvania Open-Admission institutions), you must submit the FAFSA and the PA State PHEAT) silsinn, iiiomisn. smtint ik, Tormmeions
Grant Form. . . - - -

Brve M Bamall nns
made aveilable o

Account Access From AES

e August 1 — If you plan to enroll in a community college; a designated Pennsylvania Open-Admission institution; a Business, Trade, or
Technical (BTT) school; a Hospital School of Nursing; or a 2-year program that is not transferable to another institution; you must submit
the FAFSA and the PA State Grant Form.

nrlal A,
* Hyon have questions about vour Bnancisl aid package, contact yeur schoolis),

An abliweviated vession uf yous wonliimativn page hez been seat to you ot the email addees:

RENEWAL APPLICANTS S platuiphbas oeg
e May 1 — You must submit a renewal FAFSA and any appropriate PA State Grant documents indicating any changes that may affect your PA

State Grant award, such as a change in your marital status or a change in your income.

Contact Us

Per Pesrupbvasis Suate Gramt

S U M M E R 'T E R M AP P LI CA N TS Start your state application to apply for Pennsylvanka state-based ftinancial ald c
Check the Status of an Aid Application By shone

e August 15 — You must submit the online Summer PA State Grant application. If it is not already on file, you must also submit the FAFSA it i e, e ek o Wit a2
and, if required, the PA State Grant Form.

Note: If you miss the PA State Grant deadline for the academic year, apply anyway. Late applications (for terms other than summer) may qualify if funding permits.

4 —time aggliicants need

~ \ Qv
Tygealy, oYy PA State Grant Foem.

Yo complete the

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID
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I PA STATE GRANT FAQS

WHAT ARE THE CHANCES | WILL QUALIFY FOR A PA STATE GRANT?

Percentage of Applicants Receiving 2018-19 PA State Grant Awards and Award Ranges’

2019-20""
Average Tuition & Fees

4-Year Private Colleges - $41,909

PA State System Schools - $11,386

PA State-Related Schools - $18,920

2-Year Private Colleges - $17,769

PA Community Colleges - $5,148

Nursing Schools - $13,675

BTT Schools - $16,079

Under $25,000

99%, $500-$4,123

999%, $500-$3,509

99%, $500-$3,772

99%, $500-$3,772

999%, $500-$2,193

99%, $500-$3,772

98% $500-$3,772

* Data from 2018-19 PA State Grant Statistics, created April 19, 2019.

** Projected average enrollment-weighted Tuition and Fees for 2019-20.

Parents’ Annual Income as Reported on the FAFSA

$25,000 - $49,999

98% $500-$4,123

98% $500-$3,509

96% $500-$3,772

97% $500-$3,772

929%, $500-$2,193

95% $500-$3,772

80% $500-$3,772

$50,000 - $74,999

94% $500-$4,123

91% $500-$3,509

89% $500-$3,772

79% $500-$3,772

62% $500-$2,193

86% $500-$3,772

4L6% $500-$3,772

$75,000 - $99,999

68% $500-$4,123

45% $500-$3,509

40% $500-$3,772

31% $500-$3,772

15% $500-$2,193

36% $500-$3,772

18% $500-$3,772

$100,000 - $124,999

26%

17%

14%

9%

3%

1%

4%

$500-%$4,123

$500-$3,509

$500-$3,772

$500-$3,772

$500-$2,193

$500-$3,772

$500-$3,772

Note: These estimates are only applicable for students enrolled in at least 50 percent classroom-based course work. Eligibility determinations may differ. Visit PHEAA.org/StateGrant
for the most up-to-date info on the PA State Grant Program.

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID

DO I HAVE TO BE A PA RESIDENT TO GET A PA STATE GRANT?

Yes, you must be a Pennsylvania resident, as outlined in the Pennsylvania State Grant law.

If you are 18 years of age or older—You must be a Pennsylvania resident for at least the 12 consecutive months before you file the FAFSA, excluding
any time you are enrolled in a Pennsylvania postsecondary school, if you came into or remained in Pennsylvania for the purpose of attending a

school or college.

If you are under 18 years of age—You must have a supporting parent or guardian who has been a Pennsylvania resident for at least the 12

consecutive months before you filed the FAFSA.

MUST | INCLUDE MY STEPPARENT’S INFO ON THE APPLICATION?

Yes, even if your stepparent does not financially contribute to your education. If the birth or adoptive parent whose info is included on the FAFSA has

remarried, you must report both that parent’s and stepparent’s income and assets.

CAN | USE A PA STATE GRANT AT ASCHOOL LOCATED IN ANOTHER STATE?

Only schools located in reciprocal states are approved for participation in the PA State Grant Program.

A reciprocal state is one that permits its own state grant funds to be used by students attending schools in Pennsylvania. States that continue to
support students attending schools in Pennsylvania include Delaware, District of Columbia, Massachusetts, Ohio, Vermont, and West Virginia.

Students attending institutions in all other states are ineligible.

WHAT IS ACCOUNT ACCESS?

Account Access is PHEAA's online student portal that provides info in a single, secure site. With Account Access, you can participate in the PA State
Grant Program, check the status of an aid application, update school choice and enrollment status, and review or update your personal info.

WHO IS AMERICAN EDUCATION SERVICES (AES)?

PHEAA conducts its student loan servicing operations commercially as AES. AES created Account Access to provide a way for borrowers to
manage their loans online. PHEAA uses this secure service from AES to support students who participate in some of the aid programs which

PHEAA administers.

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID
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AWARD LETTERS ok

Thig i

I S
Cost of Attendance Gift Aid  (FREE Money) a Self-Help On|
After completing the FAFSA and being GUO\(‘OV\*QQ' ‘FOV o y
accepted, you will receive an AWARD LETTER Tuition State Federal e ne
that outlines the cost of the school and what & Fees Grant Loans V QV-_I
kind of financial aid package you will receive. R & Pell Privat
Schools format award letters differently, but << oom € rivate WHAT YOU
they contain the same overall info: _8' —— — WHAT YOU WILL —— STl LL NEED
e Cost of Attendance - This includes S Books & FSEOG BE PAYI NG Work-
LUItIEn and fT_es, :oomlandc?oard, [ ") Supplies Grant Study This is the amount you are still
00Ks, supplies, travel, and persona This is what you can consider the responsible for after all your listed
expenses. If some of these are not Eravel & Personal gtge; Glran:ls. actual cost fosll' one year of college. Other finapncial aid has been cgnsidered. L
listed on your award letter, check 2 PEEEE GElEE
the school’s website or contact their - -
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SPECIAL STATE AID PROGRAMS

Some of these programs require financial need. Eligibility criteria can be found under Funding

Opportunities at PHEAA.org.

General eligibility requirements for all programs:

e BeaPAresident

e Be agraduate of an approved high school, the

recipient of a GED, or have completed
an approved home school program

e Attend an eligible postsecondary school

Not be in default on a federal student loan
File a FAFSA and apply for a PA State Grant”
Meet a minimum enrollment status

Maintain satisfactory academic progress in
program of study

Program

BLIND OR DEAF
BENEFICIARY
GRANT PROGRAM

PENNSYLVANIA
NATIONAL GUARD
EDUCATION
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM (EAP)

Program Info

PA residents who are blind, deaf, or have a
visual or hearing impairment may apply for

funds to help with the cost of postsecondary
education, provided they are enrolled at least
half time and maintain satisfactory academic

progress (as defined by the school). The
maximum award is $500.

In cooperation with the PA Department
of Military and Veterans Affairs (DMVA),
PHEAA jointly administers EAP for
members of the PA National Guard. This
program provides financial assistance
for students who enter into a service

commitment with the PA National Guard,

typically for a period of 6 years.

* PA-TIP does not require that you apply for a PA State Grant.

How to Apply

Visit PHEAA.org/BlindDeaf for an
application.

Contact PHEAA at 1-800-692-7392
or email bdbg(dpheaa.org for more
info.

Active members from the PA National
Guard may obtain an application from
their individual unit of assignment,
from their local National Guard
recruiting office, or by calling the PA
National Guard at 1-800-GO-GUARD.

To view the status of your EAP
application, sign into Account Access

at PHEAA.org/AccountAccess.

Program

POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATIONAL
GRATUITY
PROGRAM (PEGP)

PENNSYLVANIA
TARGETED
INDUSTRY
PROGRAM (PA-TIP)

PARTNERSHIPS
FOR ACCESS

TO HIGHER
EDUCATION (PATH)
PROGRAM

READY TO
SUCCEED
SCHOLARSHIP
(RTSS) PROGRAM

Program Info

This program assists birth or adoptive children of PA police officers, firefighters,
rescue and ambulance squad members, corrections employees, and National Guard
members who died in the line of duty since January 1, 1976. The program also
includes the birth and adoptive children of sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, National Guard
members, or other individuals who were on federal or state active military duty and
died after September 11, 2001, as a direct result of performing their official duties.

For full-time students, this program covers all institutional charges for tuition,
fees, room, and board not covered by other grants, scholarships, or “gift aid” at a
PA community college, state-owned, or state-related postsecondary institution.

This program, administered by PHEAA, provides awards to students enrolled in
short-term programs in the following career areas: Energy, Advanced Materials
and Diversified Manufacturing, and Agriculture and Food Production.

PA-TIP provides awards up to the equivalent of the maximum PA State Grant
award or 75 percent of the allowable program cost, whichever is less, per
award year for students with an EFC of 12000 or less. Awards can be used to
cover tuition, fees, books, supplies, and specific living expenses.

The PATH Program partners with nonprofit organizations and provides
scholarships to eligible students. These scholarships have the potential to be
matched by PHEAA on a dollar-for-dollar basis, up to an annual maximum
amount of $2,500. To be eligible to receive a PATH grant, you must first be
awarded a scholarship or grant by a participating PATH Partner and receive a
PA State Grant. A list of participating PATH Partners is available at PHEAA.org.

This program is administered by PHEAA in close cooperation with the Pennsylvania
Department of Education (PDE). Scholarships are awarded to high-achieving
students whose annual family income does not exceed $110,000. These awards
may help to reduce educational borrowing. Scholarships will be awarded to eligible
students who are entering their sophomore, junior, or senior year in college and
maintain a 3.5 GPA or higher.

How to Apply

Provide a completed application-downloadable
at PHEAA.org/PEGP. You will need to include
a certified copy of your birth certificate or
adoption record, and a copy of your admission
letter from an eligible school.

Contact PHEAA at 1-800-692-7392 or email
pegpl@pheaa.org for more info.

Download an application at PHEAA.org/PA-TIP.

Contact PHEAA at 1-800-692-7392 or patip(d
pheaa.org for more info.

PA-TIP does not require you to apply for a PA
State Grant.

To apply, contact a participating PATH
organization in your area.

Visit PHEAA.org/PATH or email
path(@pheaa.org for more info.

There is no separate student application for
RTSS, but you must have a completed FAFSA
and PA State Grant Form on file. Participating
postsecondary schools nominate students based
upon the RTSS eligibility criteria.

Visit PHEAA.org/RTSS for more info.

SPECIAL STATE AID PROGRAMS
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FEDERAL AID PROGRAMS

The federal government offers several financial aid programs for students and families. You may qualify for these
programs by completing the FAFSA; additional applications may be required based on the program. Refer to
StudentAid.ed.gov for further info on each program.

Program Program Info

e Students with considerable financial need qualify for Pell Grants; eligibility is
determined by your expected family contribution (EFC).

FEDERAL PELL e Allother need-based financial assistance will be awarded after your Pell
GRANT Grant has been determined.

e The federal government may revise the amount available for the Pell Grant

each year.

FEDERAL
SUPPLEMENTAL * Priority is given to undergraduate students who receive Federal Pell Grants.
EDUCATIONAL e Award amounts depend on the funding available at each school and the
OPPORTUNITY school’s policy for awarding aid.

GRANT (FSEOG)

e The FWSP provides job opportunities for financially needy students.

e Generally, participants work 10-20 hours per week during the academic year,
and up to 40 hours per week during the summer.

FEDERAL WORK- e The hourly rate is at least the federal or state minimum wage, whichever is
STUDY PROGRAM greater, and may be higher depending on the required job skills.

(FWSP) e Colleges try to arrange for jobs that correspond to your academic or career

interests.

* Award amounts are dependent upon the funds available at the school and its
policy for awarding aid.

Program

PENNSYLVANIA CHAFEE
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
GRANT PROGRAM (CHAFEE)

TEACHER EDUCATION
ASSISTANCE FOR COLLEGE
AND HIGHER EDUCATION
(TEACH] GRANT

SURVIVORS" AND
DEPENDENTS® EDUCATIONAL
ASSISTANCE (DEA) PROGRAM

AMERICORPS

Program Info

The Chafee Program provides grants to PA undergraduate students who are aging out of foster care and are
attending a postsecondary institution. No award may exceed your cost of attendance minus other financial aid you
are receiving. Awards are contingent upon federal funding and may not be guaranteed. In addition to filing the
FAFSA, students also need to complete an additional application specific to Chafee.

Review eligibility requirements and download the application at PHEAA.org/Chafee.

Email paetg(dpheaa.org for more info.

The TEACH Grant Program provides grants to students who are completing or plan to complete course work needed to
begin a career in teaching. In exchange, you must teach full time as a highly-qualified teacher at an eligible low income
school or educational service agency in a high-need field for at least 4 academic years within 8 calendar years from the
date you graduate from or otherwise leave the program of study for which you received your TEACH Grant.

If you fail to complete this service, the TEACH Grant will convert to a Direct Unsubsidized Loan that must be
repaid. Interest will be charged from the date the TEACH Grant was disbursed.

Not all schools participate.

The DEA Program provides benefits to students who have a parent who has a permanent disability or died as a result of
service in the U.S. Armed Forces. If your parent or guardian was a member of the U.S. Armed Forces and died as a result
of service performed in Iraq or Afghanistan after September 11, 2001, you may be eligible to receive the Irag-Afghanistan
Service Grant. Contact your local Veterans Service Division of the Veterans Administration Office for more info.

The Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) provides student aid for students with physical and mental disabilities.
Federal and state governments work in partnership to fund the Vocational Rehabilitation Program. OVR applicants
participate in a comprehensive assessment, which may include evaluations or testing, gathering of medical and
educational records, etc. to determine eligibility. Contact your local OVR for more info.

AmeriCorps offers public service positions where servicemembers learn valuable work skills, earn money for
education, and develop an appreciation for citizenship.

After successful completion, members are eligible to receive an education award. The education award may be
used to pay educational costs, as well as qualified student loans.

Review specific eligibility requirements at nationalservice.gov.

FEDERAL AID PROGRAMS
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FEDERAL DIRECT LOAN PROGRAM (FDLP)

Student loans are available to help students and families pay for higher education. If you need to borrow
to help pay for your education, you will want to understand the loans available to you and how you will
later repay those loans.

The federal government offers loans to students and parents to help with higher education expenses.
These loans have fixed interest rates and flexible repayment options. To apply for a loan, you must
complete the FAFSA and a Master Promissory Note (MPN], and meet all other eligibility criteria. Visit
StudentLoans.gov for more info about the eligibility requirements and current interest rates.

I DIRECT LOANS FOR STUDENTS

Undergraduate, graduate, and professional degree students may be eligible to borrow Direct Subsidized
Loans or Direct Unsubsidized Loans.

Direct Subsidized Loans

On a subsidized loan, the federal government pays the interest while you are in school and during a
6-month grace period. To qualify, you have to apply for financial aid and show financial need.

Direct Unsubsidized Loans

On an unsubsidized loan, the federal government doesn’t pay the interest for you while you are in
school or during your grace period. The interest will be charged to you and you can choose to pay it

or let it accrue (add up) and then begin payment on it when you begin full repayment of your loan. An
unsubsidized loan costs more to borrow than a subsidized loan. Students often borrow a combination of
both subsidized and unsubsidized loans.

H

ow much can | borrow?

Federal Student Loan Limits

Dependent Undergraduates
(Does not include students whose parents are unable to borrow under the PLUS Program.)

First year
Second year
Third year and beyond

Independent Undergraduates
(And dependent students whose parents are unable to borrow under the PLUS Program.)

First year
Second year
Third year and beyond

Graduate/Professional students

Aggregate Federal Student Loan Limits

Dependent undergraduates

Independent undergraduates
(And dependent students whose parents are unable to borrow under the PLUS Program.)

Graduate/Professional students

* Graduate/Professional students are no longer able to receive subsidized loans.

Certain health profession students may qualify for higher limits.

Annual Loan Limits

$5,500 of which no more than $3,500 may be subsidized
$6,500 of which no more than $4,500 may be subsidized
$7,500 of which no more than $5,500 may be subsidized

Annual Loan Limits

$9,500 of which no more than $3,500 may be subsidized
$10,500 of which no more than $4,500 may be subsidized
$12,500 of which no more than $5,500 may be subsidized
$20,500 all of which is unsubsidized

$31,000 of which no more than $23,000 may be subsidized
$57,500 of which no more than $23,000 may be subsidized

$138,500 of which no more than $65,500 may be subsidized"

Undergraduate annual loan limits are subject to prorating if your program of study or final period of enrollment is less than an academic year

in length.

Undergraduate students who do not meet the financial need requirements to receive a Direct Subsidized Loan or have reached the
aggregate limit in subsidized loans may receive up to this entire annual or aggregate amount in Direct Unsubsidized Loans, assuming you

have remaining eligibility for the loan.

FEDERAL DIRECT LOAN PROGRAMS


https://studentloans.gov/myDirectLoan/index.action

Repayment of Subsidized & Unsubsidized Direct Loans

If you borrow a loan as a student, you will need to begin repayment after you leave school or drop to less than half-time status. Typically, most
borrowers are eligible for a grace period of 6 months before they are required to begin repayment of their Direct Loans.

I DIRECT PLUS LOANS FOR PARENTS

Parents of dependent undergraduate students can borrow a PLUS Loan to help pay for their child’s education. The PLUS Loan has a fixed interest
rate and allows parents to borrow up to the remaining cost of attendance (cost of attendance minus any financial aid) determined by the school.
Financial need is not required to borrow a PLUS Loan.

A borrower must not have an adverse credit history and part of the application process includes a credit check. If a parent borrower has an adverse
credit history, the parent can still borrow a PLUS Loan if they have an endorser (co-signer) or the student could qualify to borrow the higher loan
amounts available to independent students through the Unsubsidized Direct Loan Program due to the denial of a PLUS Loan to the parent.

Who can borrow a Parent PLUS Loan?

Biological or Adoptive Parent Yes

Stepparent Yes, but only for as long as the stepparent is married to the student’s biological parent
Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles, or Other Relatives No, unless they have legally adopted the student

Legal Guardians or Foster Parents No

| How TO APPLY

1. Complete a FAFSA.

2. Complete a Master Promissory Note [MPN] online by signing in at StudentLoans.gov.

FEDERAL DIRECT LOAN PROGRAMS FEDERAL DIRECT LOAN PROGRAMS
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PRIVATE STUDENT LOANS

Many lenders offer loans outside of the federal loan program called “alternative” or “private” student
loans. These loans allow you to borrow money to cover the gap between the cost of your education and

the amount of financial aid you receive. PHEAA's new PA Forward Student Loan Program is one example,

and provides an excellent opportunity to cover that gap.

PA FORWARD STUDENT LOANS

The PA Forward Student Loan Program is a suite of financial aid products designed specifically for PA
students and families. When you have exhausted all of your FREE money options, this program can help
you cover the gap between the cost of your education and the amount of financial aid you receive.

I UNDERGRADUATE & GRADUATE LOANS

These loans are designed specifically for students enrolled or who plan to be enrolled at least half

time in a Title IV approved degree, certificate, or diploma program, or those seeking an advanced
degree. Applicants must be PA residents attending an approved school in or out of PA, or students from
an approved state attending an approved PA school. Visit PHEAA.org/PAForward for a current list of
approved states. Applicants must be U.S. citizens or permanent residents.

Loan Benefits
e Low-cost, fixed interest rates e 0.50% interest rate reduction for graduating

e Zerofees e 0.25% interest rate reduction for enrolling

e Borrow up to 100% certified cost of in Direct Debit

attendance (tuition, fees, room, board, e No pre-payment penalty

books, etc.) up to aggregate loan limits « Multiple repayment plans

e Low minimum loan amount: $1,500 « Co-signer release option

| PARENT LOANS

These loans are designed specifically for parents or guardians of dependent undergraduate students enrolled at least half time in a Title IV
approved degree, certificate, or diploma program. Applicants must be PA residents with students attending an approved school in or out of PA, or
residents from an approved state with students attending an approved PA school. Visit PHEAA.org/PAForward for a current list of approved states.
Applicants must be U.S. citizens or permanent residents.

Loan Benefits

e Low-cost, fixed interest rates e Low minimum loan amount: $1,500
e Zerofees e 0.25% interest rate reduction for enrolling in Direct Debit
e Borrow up to 100% certified cost of attendance [tuition, fees, ¢ No pre-payment penalty

room, board, books, etc.) up to aggregate loan limits « Multiple repayment plans

Visit PHEAA.org/PAForward 1O learn Check.*/)
|

| n
more and see our current rat[e_s. oUt 9

: Borrow only what you need and exhaust all FREE or subsidized types of aid before using private loans.

B @ ~ Because student loans must be paid back, we always encourage students and families to borrow only what is
needed to cover costs. If you need additional funds after obtaining financial aid through grants, scholarships,
and federal loan programs, consider a PA Forward Student Loan.

PRIVATE STUDENT LOANS
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MYSMARTBORROWING.ORG oty i o

At MySmartBorrowing.org, PHEAA's FREE, interactive tool, you can learn to make SMART decisions about
your career choice and paying for higher education.

A free tool for calculating an affordable future

| HOw IT WORKS

Our tool provides projections based on YOUR CHOICES to see if you are a SMART borrower.

e Select a CAREER... See how much you could make your first year out of school. o e ;
_ ==, Electricians f#-%, Computer Programmers P =iy Accountants and Auditors
e Select a COLLEGE... See the average cost to attend the school of your choice. Starting Salary: $45,760 d \ay Storting Salary: $65,820 Starting Salary: $54,350 &
e Add inyour SAVINGS... See how savings can reduce the amount you borrow in student loans. =
i i i - & A8 Pittsb State Uni i i :
o Getyour RESULTS... See how much you may need to borrow, an estimated monthly payment, and if -%M Lincoln Technical Institute-Al... " [ Ba Liiinlf a i) p Bloomsburg University of Pe... ’
you are a SMART borrower. vear ¥ Net College Cost: $37,902 VAR Net College Cost: $55,364 Net College Cost: $66,004

| AVAILABLE FEATURES F“’“‘“Wib"m 55,000 ff () rorsconsbuier: 95,000 FomiyConbuions -§15,000 ¢

This tool has key features to help you make SMART decisions when planning for college. @ Borrowed Amount: $32,902 P Borrowed Amount: $50,364 ’ @ Borrowed Amount: $51,004 7
e Compare MULTIPLE SCENARIOS... Not sure of a career or college? Compare up to four Locerdimic $12,858 Hneekimit $15,456 LHERATIE $3,346
combinations to see which one makes the most financial sense.
e View your RESULTS ON THE GO... Visiting a college? View that school’s breakdown from your
mobile device while on campus. Where are we getting our numbers?
e View your BUDGET... Is your loan payment affordable? See how it fits into your potential
l-world budget.
rea-wor ! ge Data Sources ¥ Online Resources ¥

MYSMARTBORROWING.ORG




RESOURCES

Invested in You.

The PA State Grant Program

A S VU S PR

PHEAA.org

Get info on the PA State Grant Program and other
state-administered financial aid programs.

EDUCATIGN
PLANNERE
Start Thinking About
Life After High School

EducationPlanner.org

Provides practical and easy-to-understand advice
helping you prepare for college and your career.

AreYou A SMART Borrower?

MySmartBorrowing.org

An interactive tool that helps you calculate and
compare the cost of your college choices.

PHEAA.org/order-online

Order FREE resources covering every aspect of
paying for college and preparing for your future.

N YV T

gyoucan

deal withit

MONEY TIGHTY

YouCanDealWithlt.com StudentAid.ed.gov’

The U.S. Dept. of Education’s official
site. Get info on preparing for and
funding your education.

Learn to manage money, student
loans, a budget, and credit cards.

[N g e

deralStudent

e e g Yo (o {48

NSLDS srwoexraccess

Reetrieve Your Loas Information

What is Fastweb?

P e T — P e B o

FastWeb.com®

A FREE search tool for
scholarships, internships, and
part-time jobs.

NSLDS.ed.gov"

A central database containing
info about your federal loans
and grants.

* Resources not published by PHEAA do not reflect the views or positions of PHEAA, its
employees, or affiliates. Use of or reference to resources does not constitute an endorsement
by PHEAA. PHEAA does not control or approve content published by outside resources.

aderal Student LT [ ]

FAFSA.ed.gov’

Official site for completing the
FAFSA online, checking its status,
and making corrections.

[T
i

What's your plan?

PACareerZone.com’

Explore, plan, and choose careers
that match your interests.

FederalStudent .o

FSAID.ed.gov’

Official site to create your FSA ID
and electronically sign the FAFSA
and loan documents.

InternationalScholarships.com”

Info on financial aid, college
scholarships, and international
scholarships.

RESOURCES
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STAY UP-TO-DATE ON
EVERYTHING STUDENT AID.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Representative Michael Peifer Senator Arthur Haywood Representative Curtis G. Sonney
Chairman, Greentown Philadelphia Erie

Senator Wayne D. Fontana Senator Vincent J. Hughes Chancellor Timothy R. Thyreen
Vice Chairman, Pittsburgh Philadelphia Waynesburg
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Senator John P. Blake Representative Steven C. Mentzer Secretary Robin L. Wiessmann
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Representative Mike Carroll Honorable Roy Reinard Secretary Pedro A. Rivera
Avoca New Hope Dept. of Education
Representative Angel Cruz Representative James R. Roebuck, Jr.

Philadelphia Philadelphia Senate Republican Appointee
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Created in 1963 by the Pennsylvania General Assembly, the Pennsylvania Higher Education
Assistance Agency (PHEAA) has evolved into one of the nation’s leading student aid
organizations. Today, PHEAA is a national provider of student financial aid services, serving
millions of students and thousands of schools through its loan guaranty, loan servicing,
financial aid processing, outreach, and other student aid programs.

PHEAA's earnings are used to support its public service mission and to pay its operating
costs, including administration of the PA State Grant Program and other state-funded
student aid programs. PHEAA continues to devote its energy, resources and imagination
to developing innovative ways to ease the financial burden of higher education for
students, families, schools, and taxpayers.

PHEAA conducts its student loan servicing activities nationally as FedLoan Servicing and
American Education Services (AES). For more information, visit PHEAA.org.

PHEad )

Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency

Creating affordable access to higher education.

1200 North Seventh Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102-1444

These materials have been developed and paid for by the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA).
The information contained in this document is believed to be accurate at the time of printing.
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